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mann 


Atque, ut Apum examina non fingendo 


congregabilid natur4 fint, fingunt favo¥ 4 
). natura congregati, aahibent agendi, cogita 






vorum causa. congre sentur, fed, cum 
sic homines, ac muito ctiam miagis, 
dique follertiam.—— 


Nec verum eft, quod dicitur 4 quibufdam, propter neceflitatem vite; quod ea 
qua natura defideraret, confequi fine aliis, atque efficere non poffemus, idcitco 


 iftam' eff cunt’ hominibus communitatem & focietatem.— 


Quod fi_omnia 





nobis,:qux ad vidtum cultumqne peftinent, quafi virgula divina, ut aiunt. fup- 
peditarentur, cum optimo quifquée ingenfo, negotiis omnibus omiflis, totum 
fe in cognitione, & {cientia collocaret. Non ITA EsT, nam & folitudinem 


fujeret, cc. 


Tull. OF: 


Now as Bees do not unite, that they may the better prepare their Combs, but 
prepare their Combs, becaufe they do by Nature unite ; fo Men, and much 
more fo, being Creatures that naturally love Society, feek how they may find 


Methods to live happily in it. fut nigovecls | 
tht Neceffity was the Motive of this Sogety, 


Nor is it true, as fome advance, 


and that Men woiu'd never have affociated together, had they been able, 
in a folitary Life, to furnifh themfelves with the ok of Lifes that 
upp 


every great and exalted Genius, wou'd Providence 


ly him with Food 


and Covering, wou'd withdraw from all, Bufinefs and Intercourfe, and give 
‘ himfelf wholly to Contemplation and Study. THis 1s NOT sO, FOR HE WOULD 
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ZORAL Virtue has, by 
® fome, who pafs for Philofo- 
fea): phers, ar Reafoners, been. 
myenn defined out of. Reality, and 
era reduced to a inert Political 
) Creature. Such deny in a 
Re State of Nature, either 
Right or Wrong, and by this 
WNL (in my Opinion) err widely 
from Truth; for,. it in human Affairs, there is no 
fuch Thing; as:Right or Wroxg, of Coarfe there is 
no fuch Vhing, as Virrwe or Vice, and Man is te 
bound by Power; ‘the Confequence of whic 
muft be, that, ashe may, fo he willdo évery Thing 
he has an Inclination to, if he cam skreen himfclf 
from the fole Law. A Principle more deftructive 
of the folid Good of Mankind in general, than any 
vet broached ; fince what will hinder the Vulgar 
trom rifins azainft the Power that reftrams them, 
when they fhall be told, thar Power bas x0 Founda- 
tien in Nature.» Such Philofophers make me {mile, 
Whenever I hear them’ charge Writers, who trace 
Things to their Fountain Head, with undermining 
Publick Eftablifbments, which, on the contrary, 
they ftrengthen! ’Tis like the Complaint of a 
Man, who, at the Time that he is laying the Axe to 
the Root of the-Tree hi:nfelf, exclaims againft ano- 
ther, for reducing fome fuperfluous Branches to their 
proper Places. , 

_ I sHaLce not at prefent examine the Truth of 
this Propofition, whether there is fuch a Thing, as 
natural Right or Wrong, which [ may treat of in a 
fururé Paper; ‘but fhall coniider one Definition of 





Moral Virtue, as given by one of the ftrongeft Rea- 
foners ‘our Country has produced, The uthor of 


the Fable of the Bees. | 

‘In. his Inguiry into the Origin of Moral Virtue, 
hé-defines it to be The Political Offspring, which 
Flattery begot upon Pride. 

4n order to. prove his Point; “he lays down as a 
Principle, thay Man was once an #utauzht. Animal, 
and liged in a sild State 
they were by Degrees drawn, by the Cwzning” and 
Sagacity of Politicians and Philofephers. 


H15-Prineiple then, that Man was once an an | 


taught Animal, extends alike to all’ Mankind; P4i- 


of Naturé, out of which ~ 


lofophers and Politiciays are comprehened in it, as 
wellas Bricklayers and Carpezters,—Becaule, to tup- 
pofe, that in this wild S:ate of Nature, Parc of the 
Species was taught, and Part wxtaught, would be. 
ridiculous. 

T HE whole Race of Mankind being then once, 
lixe other Animals, an umtaught; favage Herd, it 
follows, that theré wasa Time, when there was no 
fuch Thing as Mora Vir TUE. ee 
_ He fuppofes, that there is fuch a Thing now, 
arid calls it te Political Offspring, which Flattery be» 
got upon Pride. 

LeT us, according to his Principles, examine 
into the Origin of it. 

MANKIND being equally an umtaught, favage 
Herd, it will not be thought unreafonable to con- 
clude, that they thought in the fame Manner, or ra- 
ther, (fince the Word Thought may be exceptionable, 
apply’d to an wntasght, favage Creature) that they 
fol owed the /ame Inftinct. Petade « 

IN this favage State then, Philofophers and Po- 
liticians were Characters unknown, being, (by the 
firft Principle laid down) to be contider’d upon 
the fame Footing with the reft of Mankind; .and 
confequently, like other Individuals of ‘the umfanght 
Herd, had the fame Defires and Appetites.to gratify, 
and were influenced by them in the fame Manner. 

Tuts allowed, before we can pretend to find 
out the Origin of Moral Virtue, we mutt trace that 
of Philofophers and Politicians, who worked by Flat- 
tery upon Pride, aud thence produced MORAL 
VIRTUE. | 

I REMEMBER foon after I had’ read this firft En- 
quiry, I went into a Cotfee-houfe, and feated my- 
{lf cafwally at a Table, where there was a’yo 
Fellow very earneft in Talk. I liftned to him, an 
found he was letting his Audience into his Birth and 
Parentage. * 1, (fays.he) am Son of—he was 
© Son of who was Son of —— ’, He went 
On (to cutfhort) for fourteert Generations, and was. 
very eloquent and: copious upon the Collateral 
Branches, and ozher Particularities of his Stock.. After 
he had gone backwards to his t4th Anceftor, a Gen- 

tleman, who had liftned with {ome Impatience, turn - 
ingtohim; ‘ And pray, Sir, (faidhe) who washe 
“ the-Som Of ?isttecmm 
THE 



















































tne fame Queition, with relation to the Parentage, 
and Azceftryof Mora. VIRTUE. ene 

HE will tell you, that Man, even in his fvage 

State, was cunning and fagacious above other Crea- 
tures; that as there is @ more anda /efs in every 
Thing, fo fome of thefe Creatures had more of this 
Cunning and Sagacity than others, and this MORE 
formed thofe Philojophers and Politicians, who ga- 
ther’d Mari from his wild State into a fociable one. 
This is the Anfwer he would probably. make; at leaft 
IT can’t think of one, that accounts in a more. fatif- 
factory Manner, for the Origin of Philofophers and 
Politicians, wishout whom we fhall be at a Lofs to 
account for Mora. VirTUE, according to our 
‘Inquirer’s Sy{tem. 
) Tie Gentleman in the above-mentioned Story, 
would be apt to ask our Author, how this u#taught 
favage Creature came by this Cumming and Sagacity : 
He would perhaps anfwer, that it was bis Nature. 
The Gentleman would make one more Queftion, 
and that is, bow-be came by this Nature ? 

Tue Author of the Enquiry, who allows a Prin- 
ciple of Intelligence aid Goodnefs in the Univerfe, 
would: be apt to afcribe it to that; the Gentleman 
would be fatisfied with the Anfwer, and leave me to 
make my Remarks. | 

THERE was a Man, who was born blind, and 
continued fo for many Years, during which time 
he was kept from any Commerce or. Society whar- 
ever: By the Skill of an able Oculift. he at length 
Obtained the Faculty of Sight. His Eyes were no 
. fooner open upon the Face of Nature, but his [gno- 
rance afcribed the Creation, and Exiffeuce of it to 
THEM: His Benefactor the Doctor himfelf did not 
efcape. He was atlength undeceived, and made to 
underftand, that His Eyes were nothing but THE 
Means, by which THe Osjects oF Licurt dif- 
cover'd themfelves to him. 


[ Loox upon the Author of the Enquiry in the - . 
~ the fame End, and not a Confequence of that Exd. 


—_— 


fame Light, as the blind Man juit mentioned.” He 
atosior confiders the Capacity of the-Huniari 
Creature, as the CREATOR, and not the Mean, 
by which TrRuTH and Virtue difcover themfelves 
to him. ——— But to proceed, om 

Le the Author of the Enguiry contemplate an 
Ant-bill, or a Bee-bive. Let him éxamine the 
Conduct and Employment of thefe lirtle Creatures, 
their Laws, their Rules —- When he has done, I 
would ask him what he thinks of them. Wil be 
find a Set of Philofopbers and Politicians among 
them, who worked upon the Wratness of the 


others, and formed them into a regular Syftem of 


Life? No. He would probably fay, they tollow’d 
the Inftinct implanted in their Natures, the Law of 
Life, fupreme Intelligence formed them to; and he 
would fay well. 

LeT him now contemplate human Affairro— 
Let him.examine the ,Gemius of the Human Crea- 
ture—Its Bent—Its Appetites—Its Defires—Its Af- 
fections —Let him next examine its Employ- 
ment, Conduct, Policy, Laws and Government— 
Do thefe not immediately refer to the natural Con- 
{truction of the Human Creature? Is not every 
Appetite, Affection, and Defire, of the Social Kind 
Does not Society as-‘much appear to be Maz’s Law 
of Life, as of mts, or Bees? Contider his Mixd! 
Does it naturally lead to deftroy, hurt, or oppre/s ? 
Yee with the Enquirer, all is human Policy, human 
Invention——— Philofophy, Goodnefs, Virtue, all Po- 
litical Creations. Nothing in his Nature temdent to 
it! In the Ant-hill, or Bee-bive, every Thing is 
aferibed to Isftinét! This Inftinct is a divine Gift 
to thefe Creatures, a Law. of Life from Gop, or 
UniversaL Nature. And what isthe CUNNING 
and SacaciTy of Man ? Is it not inthe fame Man- 
_ ner a Divine Gift to’ Man, a Law of Life, from 
Gop, or UNIVERSAL NATURE ? 

__ Burt, fays the Enquirer, (in another Part of this 

Inquiry) Providence defigned Man originally tor So- 
ciety, which he deduces from our Nece/fities. How 
much sobler to the Human Creature is it, to find ir 














+A Perfon, that befeves* Providence def 
Men for Socicty} and thinks Divine Wition = 
more con{picuous, or (to put ic in his own plainer 
Words) that the Deity never gave greater Proofs of 
his Wifjom, than in making them FRAIL, and rng 
PERFECT, inorcer to become soctaBLE, entertains 
(if it be intelligible) a very mean Opinion of Deity 

A Man would be reckoned (if not mad, at leat 
very) foolith, who fhould build a Houfe full of 
Faults, to give his Tenaxts an Opportunity of thew- 
ing their Skill, in mending it. The Deity, who de. 
fign’d Man for Society, form’d him frail, and im- 
perfed, that Philofophers and Politicians fhou’d thew 
tacir Skill in curing this Derecr, wHIcH Deity left 
in them for this End. If he can find Wispom in 
this. it muft be of a Sort, very inferior, even to 
buman. Yet eventhis, abfurd as ic is, deftroys the 
whole Syftem he has built his Inquiry upon. 

THE Syftem he has built his Inquiry upon is this 
Man was originally an uxtaught, favage Herd : bue 
beirlg very cunning, by. Degrees formed itfelf in+o 
Society. Philofophers and Politicians, by reflecting 
upon Human Nature, found the beft Way to work 
so it, was to employ Flattery againft Pride— 

ence Moral Virrue——And yet Deity originally 
defign’d Man for Society, and for that End made 
them frail and imperfect, that, having Occafion for 
each other’s Affiftance, they might unite. Here are 
two Syftems very contrary join’d together-—In 
the firit, Mankind falls into Society of itfelf: In 
the fecond, they are defign’d for it by the Deity - 
but neither Syftem affects Moral Virtuei for Philo. 
Sothers.and Politicians, (whether, fpoxtancoufly, or 
fecondarily) in forming Men: into A ciety, did no- 
thing but execute the Diwine Purpofe. ‘This Cun- 
ning was nothing but<the, Meas to that Ezd ; this 
Political Offspring’ of Flattery upon Pride, Mora. 
VIRTUE, even.in this Senfe, is 20 original Inven- 
tiow of theirs, but in the fame Manner, a Means to 


—— = 


But by Society, the Enquirer tells us, he means 


\ & Body Politick. “The Foundation then of this Body 
Politick being the Difireffes and Wants of the Hu- - 


man Creature, let us examine what thofe Diftreffes 
and Wants are,and how far they could bring Men to it! 
THE Diftreffes and Wants of the Human Crea- 
ture, ina State of Nature, (for it is upon this the 
Argument refts) were no more than what other Ani- 
mals egvally had, viz. Want of Food, or Reft, ox 
Generation, (for the bringing their young ones into 
the World, wasno harder vpon the buman Creature, 
due Regard had to his fuperior Qualities, than other 
Animals, and therefore can be no Argument of a 
Want in them, other Animals had nor) fo that the 
Diftreffes and Wants of Sheep, or Oxen, would as 
foon have formed them ino Society, or a Body Po- 
litick, as it woud ws. We find it has not had that 
Effect on them, and I believe we mutt look for an- 
other Caufe, than our Wants and Diffreffes for our 
unizing. We fhou'd find little Difficulty in tracing 
this Difcovery, ir we wou'd examine, as I obferved 
before, our Affections, Inclinuatious, and Paffions ; 
not as they now are mcdelled by Reafon, but as they 
are originally formed to receive Improvement from 
that ruling Principlesggnd as they will appear upon 
the Search, to havea focial Tendency, It teems pre- 
potterous to chufe a Syftem, that shaking Man na- 
turally favage and cunning, reduces Society to 2 
mere artificial State, and deftroys all Virtue what- 
foever, by making it only Political ; than one, tha: 
difcovering Man to be of an amicable, benign Na- 
ture, averle to 4urt or defiroy, forms, to Reafon, a 
natural Right and Wrong, in their reciprocal Behs- 
viour, which, tran{planted into Society, brings into 
it, under the Name of Moral Virtue, a TRUTH, in- 
dependent of Political Laws, that ftamps a Cha- 
ratter of Worth on the Human Creature, and frees 
him from shat, under which the other Syitem 
throws him, viz. of being virtuous, only in Obe- 
dience to that Power, that wou'd punish bim if be 


was not. + 
a _— 
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